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Charting the Way ForwardCharting the Way Forward

•• The Commissioners of Irish LightsThe Commissioners of Irish Lights

•• Some Hydrographic Service historySome Hydrographic Service history

•• Good advice on chartsGood advice on charts

•• CIL Capability to Support a Hydrographic OfficeCIL Capability to Support a Hydrographic Office

•• Some issuesSome issues
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History & LegislationHistory & Legislation
55thth CenturyCentury St. Dubhan Lights Hook HeadSt. Dubhan Lights Hook Head

16651665 Origins of CIL in Letters Patent from Charles IIOrigins of CIL in Letters Patent from Charles II

17861786 Act for Promoting the Trade of Dublin.Act for Promoting the Trade of Dublin.

18671867 Dublin Port Act. CIL under present name.Dublin Port Act. CIL under present name.

1894 1894 Merchant Shipping Act (MSA).Merchant Shipping Act (MSA).

19199595 United Kingdom MSAUnited Kingdom MSA..

19199797 Revisions to Irish MSARevisions to Irish MSA

2000 2000 Ports Code & GuidePorts Code & Guide..
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GLA Statutory DutyGLA Statutory Duty

•• Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 & 1995Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 & 1995

•• Responsibility for provision of AtoN for General     Responsibility for provision of AtoN for General     
Navigation.Navigation.

•• Superintendence, management & inspection of all aids to Superintendence, management & inspection of all aids to 
navigation.navigation.

•• Wreck outside of statutory harbour areas.Wreck outside of statutory harbour areas.
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The 3 General Lighthouse AuthoritiesThe 3 General Lighthouse Authorities

The Corporation of Trinity House (TH) The Corporation of Trinity House (TH) --
England, Wales & Gibraltar & Channel England, Wales & Gibraltar & Channel 
IslandsIslands

The Commissioners of Northern Lights The Commissioners of Northern Lights 
(NLB) (NLB) –– Scotland & Isle of ManScotland & Isle of Man

The Commissioners of Irish Lights (CIL) The Commissioners of Irish Lights (CIL) 
-- IrelandIreland
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IALA IALA –– International StandardsInternational Standards

The International The International 
Association of Marine Aids Association of Marine Aids 
to Navigation and to Navigation and 
Lighthouse AuthoritiesLighthouse Authorities
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Motto & MissionMotto & Mission

In Salutem Omnium In Salutem Omnium –– For the safety of allFor the safety of all

To deliver a reliable, efficient and cost effective Aids To deliver a reliable, efficient and cost effective Aids 
to Navigation (AtoN) service for the benefit and to Navigation (AtoN) service for the benefit and 

safety of all mariners.safety of all mariners.
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CIL Aids to NavigationCIL Aids to Navigation
80 Lighthouses 147 Buoys 48 Beacons

3 Lightfloats / Lanbys3 Differential GPS 21 Racons
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Charting the Way ForwardCharting the Way Forward

Some Hydrographic Service historySome Hydrographic Service history
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December 1922December 1922
Senator William Barrington MotionSenator William Barrington Motion

“…..to obtain from the British Government all the “…..to obtain from the British Government all the 
original engraved plates, drawings, triangulations and original engraved plates, drawings, triangulations and 
notes, etc., relating to the Surveys of Ireland; and notes, etc., relating to the Surveys of Ireland; and 
from the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty from the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty 
all similar plates, notes, etc., of the Charts of Irish all similar plates, notes, etc., of the Charts of Irish 
territorial waters, and the larger Scale Plans of the territorial waters, and the larger Scale Plans of the 
Harbours, Rivers, etc., in Ireland.”Harbours, Rivers, etc., in Ireland.”

AN CATHAOIRLEACH: If there is no objection I shall AN CATHAOIRLEACH: If there is no objection I shall 
put the motion. It seems to contain nothing put the motion. It seems to contain nothing 
contentious.contentious.

Motion put and agreed to.Motion put and agreed to.
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April 1959 April 1959 –– Dáil ÉireannDáil Éireann

Mr. LarkinMr. Larkin asked the Minister whether the British asked the Minister whether the British 
Admiralty is assuming no further responsibility for the issue Admiralty is assuming no further responsibility for the issue 
of charts of Irish coastal waters; if he is aware that these of charts of Irish coastal waters; if he is aware that these 
can now be obtained only at a considerably higher cost can now be obtained only at a considerably higher cost 
than heretofore, or with an accompanying disclaimer of than heretofore, or with an accompanying disclaimer of 
responsibility for inaccuracies; and, if so, what steps he responsibility for inaccuracies; and, if so, what steps he 
proposes to take to see that accurate, upproposes to take to see that accurate, up--toto--date charts of date charts of 
all Irish coastal waters are readily available for all who all Irish coastal waters are readily available for all who 
need them.need them.

Minister for Defence Minister for Defence I have no information regarding the I have no information regarding the 
matters mentioned by the Deputy. The fact is that the matters mentioned by the Deputy. The fact is that the 
British Admiralty is not responsible for the charting of our British Admiralty is not responsible for the charting of our 
coastal waters. A Hydrographic Service has not yet been coastal waters. A Hydrographic Service has not yet been 
established in this country. The question of arranging a established in this country. The question of arranging a 
hydrographic survey of the coastal waters has been under hydrographic survey of the coastal waters has been under 
consideration for some time but I cannot say when a consideration for some time but I cannot say when a 
decision in the matter is likely to be reached.decision in the matter is likely to be reached.
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November 1966 November 1966 -- Dáil ÉireannDáil Éireann
Mr. Mr. CorishCorish asked the Minister for Defence what plans exist asked the Minister for Defence what plans exist 
for hydrographic surveys of Irish coastal watersfor hydrographic surveys of Irish coastal waters

Minister for Defence: No plans exist for hydrographic Minister for Defence: No plans exist for hydrographic 
surveys of Irish coastal waters by the naval service at surveys of Irish coastal waters by the naval service at 
present.present.

The British Hydrographic Department has, since 1963, The British Hydrographic Department has, since 1963, 
been engaged in carrying out a hydrographic survey of an been engaged in carrying out a hydrographic survey of an 
extensive area of the North Atlantic to the northextensive area of the North Atlantic to the north--west of west of 
Ireland including certain Irish harbours and coastal waters. Ireland including certain Irish harbours and coastal waters. 
Our authorities are coOur authorities are co--operating with the British in this operating with the British in this 
survey, the results of which will be made available to us. survey, the results of which will be made available to us. 
To date surveying has been carried out in Lough Swilly, To date surveying has been carried out in Lough Swilly, 
Sligo Harbour and Killybegs Harbour. It is anticipated that Sligo Harbour and Killybegs Harbour. It is anticipated that 
the British Hydrographic Department will continue the the British Hydrographic Department will continue the 
survey in 1967 but it is not possible at this stage to say survey in 1967 but it is not possible at this stage to say 
what further Irish harbours or coastal waters may be what further Irish harbours or coastal waters may be 
included.included.
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April 2007 April 2007 -- Dáil ÉireannDáil Éireann

Convention on the International Convention on the International 
Hydrographic Hydrographic OrganisationOrganisation: Motion.: Motion.

Mr. Mr. KittKitt: I move:: I move:

That Dáil Éireann, pursuant to Article That Dáil Éireann, pursuant to Article 
29.5.2º of 29.5.2º of BunreachtBunreacht nana hÉireannhÉireann, approves , approves 
the terms of the accession to the Convention the terms of the accession to the Convention 
on the International Hydrographic on the International Hydrographic 
OrganisationOrganisation..

Question put and agreed to.Question put and agreed to.
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Some Advice on ChartsSome Advice on Charts
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Jan de Jan de HartogHartog –– A Sailors Life 1954A Sailors Life 1954
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Jan de Jan de HartogHartog –– A Sailors Life 1954A Sailors Life 1954
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography

•• A presence on the coastA presence on the coast

•• Surveys relevant to AtoNSurveys relevant to AtoN
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography



2121

CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography
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ReaniesReanies PointPoint
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography

•• A presence on the coastA presence on the coast

•• Surveys relevant to AtoNSurveys relevant to AtoN

•• Contact with Harbours and other Local Contact with Harbours and other Local 
Lighthouse AuthoritiesLighthouse Authorities
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CIL Role in HydrographyCIL Role in Hydrography

•• A presence on the coastA presence on the coast

•• Surveys relevant to AtoNSurveys relevant to AtoN

•• Contact with Harbours and other Local Lighthouse Contact with Harbours and other Local Lighthouse 
AuthoritiesAuthorities

•• Relationship with UKHORelationship with UKHO

•• Committee on Shipping HydrographyCommittee on Shipping Hydrography
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ILV GranuaileILV Granuaile



2828

ILV GranuaileILV Granuaile

•• Built by Built by DamenDamen Shipyards Ltd Shipyards Ltd 
•• LOA 79.631 LOA 79.631 metresmetres
•• Beam 15.994 Beam 15.994 metresmetres
•• Depth of Hold 6.0 Depth of Hold 6.0 metresmetres
•• Tonnage Gross 2625 Tonnage Gross 2625 
•• Tonnage Net 787Tonnage Net 787
•• Endurance 45 daysEndurance 45 days
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ILV GranuaileILV Granuaile

Hydrographic PackageHydrographic Package
•• ELAC Multibeam Bottom Chart Mk IIELAC Multibeam Bottom Chart Mk II

154 Degree Swath / 126 Beams154 Degree Swath / 126 Beams
•• TracTrac C Automatic Track GuidanceC Automatic Track Guidance
•• CARIS Post Processing SystemCARIS Post Processing System
•• Furuno CN 36 forward looking SonarFuruno CN 36 forward looking Sonar
•• ELAC LAZ 5000 echo sounder (single beam)ELAC LAZ 5000 echo sounder (single beam)
•• SeatexSeatex MRUMRU--55
•• MarimatechMarimatech SVPSVP--HMS1820HMS1820
•• Kongsberg Kongsberg SeatexSeatex SeapathSeapath 200200
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ILV GranuaileILV Granuaile

Deck EquipmentDeck Equipment
•• LiebherrLiebherr Crane, 20 tonne SWLCrane, 20 tonne SWL

20 metres outreach20 metres outreach
•• 2 x 15 tonne Chain capstans2 x 15 tonne Chain capstans
•• 2 x 26’ wooden motor boats2 x 26’ wooden motor boats
•• 1 x 8 metre RIB with twin water jets1 x 8 metre RIB with twin water jets
•• 2 x 2 x KarmformKarmform ‘chain grabbers‘chain grabbers
•• 16 TEU Single Stack16 TEU Single Stack
•• 40 tonne bollard pull Towing winch40 tonne bollard pull Towing winch
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LusitaniaLusitania
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LusitaniaLusitania
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ReaniesReanies PointPoint



3434

UB 38 Kongsberg MultibeamUB 38 Kongsberg Multibeam
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Granuaile CapabilitiesGranuaile Capabilities

•• On Scene CoOn Scene Co--ordinator for Search and ordinator for Search and 
Rescue/Recovery.Rescue/Recovery.

•• Emergency Towage.Emergency Towage.
•• Oil Spillage Containment ExerciseOil Spillage Containment Exercise
•• Diving Support for Salvage OperationsDiving Support for Salvage Operations
•• Recovery of sunken vessels from seabed.Recovery of sunken vessels from seabed.
•• Pipeline surveys using ROV at Gas RigsPipeline surveys using ROV at Gas Rigs
•• Underwater inspection of offshore platformsUnderwater inspection of offshore platforms
•• Wreck internal searchWreck internal search
•• VibrocoreVibrocore sampling:sampling:
•• Hydrographic Surveys:Hydrographic Surveys:
•• Seismic Surveys:Seismic Surveys:
•• + + + + + + + + 
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Some issuesSome issues

•• Early action on WGS84 Conversion and Early action on WGS84 Conversion and 
ENC rolloutENC rollout
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Early action on WGS84 Conversion and ENC rolloutEarly action on WGS84 Conversion and ENC rollout
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Early action on WGS84 Conversion and ENC rolloutEarly action on WGS84 Conversion and ENC rollout

Original survey 1847 (Chart 2740 / Chart 2049)Original survey 1847 (Chart 2740 / Chart 2049)
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Some issuesSome issues

•• Early action on WGS84 Conversion and Early action on WGS84 Conversion and 
ENC rolloutENC rollout

•• Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water 
Survey Survey -- InfomarInfomar
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Some issuesSome issues

•• Early action on WGS84 Conversion and Early action on WGS84 Conversion and 
ENC rolloutENC rollout

•• Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water 
Survey Survey -- InfomarInfomar

•• Tide Gauge Network and VORFTide Gauge Network and VORF
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Some issuesSome issues

•• Early action on WGS84 Conversion and Early action on WGS84 Conversion and 
ENC rolloutENC rollout

•• Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water Completion of Coastal & Shallow Water 
Survey Survey -- InfomarInfomar

•• Tide Gauge Network and VORFTide Gauge Network and VORF

•• User consultationUser consultation
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Any Questions?Any Questions?
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We welcome user feedbackWe welcome user feedback

Please let us have your commentsPlease let us have your comments

Email:Email: marine@cil.iemarine@cil.ie

Tel: Tel: + 353 1 6321900+ 353 1 6321900

Fax:Fax: + 353 1 6321946+ 353 1 6321946

Mail: Mail: Commissioners of Irish LightsCommissioners of Irish Lights
16, Lower Pembroke Street16, Lower Pembroke Street
Dublin 2.Dublin 2.

WebWeb www.cil.iewww.cil.ie
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Commissioners of Irish LightsCommissioners of Irish Lights

Nautical InstituteNautical Institute
Charting the Way ForwardCharting the Way Forward

88thth November 2007November 2007


